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Think Globally 
You have adult education and literacy colleagues all over the world facing many of the same challenges you are.   We can learn from them and they can learn from you.   
The UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) is our link.

Three things you can do:
1.  Learn from our colleagues in other countries:   Visit the newly launched literacy database which can be found at:  http://www.unesco.org/uil/litbase/ 
If you click on “Programmes” you will find information on family literacy, work-based education and a variety of other programs in other countries.  You will note that some sound like programs in your state and others take significantly different approaches.
2.  Share our best programs:  You can share your successful programs with your colleagues around the world.  Attached is a UIL questionnaire that will enable your successful programs to submit their program information to be included in the UIL data base.

Forward the attached questionnaire to your most successful programs and ask them to complete it and email it to Ulrike Hanermann at UNESCO in Hamburg Germany at internrec@unesco.org.  She is a Senior Program Specialist and is the lead for adult education and literacy efforts.
If a program is selected, it will be added to the UIL literacy data base and, as a result, be a resource to colleagues over the world.

3.  Explore UNESCO resources:  UNESCO provides most of its resources and publications through its websites (LitPortal and UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) homepage.  Click on “Links” on the web site cited in #1 above for access to a variety of resources.

(From the UIL website)  “This online platform will support UNESCO’s role as a clearing house in adult literacy and numeracy and will complement the efforts of the UNLD (United Nations Literacy Decade) and LIFE (Literacy Initiative for Empowerment) by responding to the demands of UNESCO Member States for innovative and state-of-the-art programme evidence that can inform and improve their literacy policies, strategies and practices.

Its main objectives will be to:
· facilitate access to pertinent information on adult literacy and numeracy programmes for all stakeholders in the field of literacy, including policy-makers, researchers and practitioners; 

· encourage a dialogue for synergies and cooperation by sharing experiences and lessons learned; 

· identify current trends, challenges and information gaps in order to gain a global overview.”
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Keep up the good work.  Let me know when we can help.
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