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Why we do this work 
Every now and then we need a reminder why we do this work.  Below is an email sent to Reecie Stagnolia (KY) from Linda Pankratz, one of his regional staff members.  It is worth taking two minutes to read this “story from the Grand Canyon.”

-----Original Message-----

From: Pankratz, Linda P (CPE) 

Sent: Friday, October 02, 2009 8:33 AM

Subject: A story for you from the Grand Canyon

Last night I went on a star walk. The ranger walked us through the Ponderosa forest and along the canyon rim, stopping along the way to point out constellations with this amazing laser pointer. The talk was interesting, but it was going long and I was tired and cold. I would've turned around but I didn't want to walk almost a mile back to my car alone in the dark. (I had seen a couple of javelinas, a herd of elk, and a coyote on that same route earlier in the week.)

Well, there was a group six women from New Jersey who also wanted to get back, so I seized the opportunity to borrow a flashlight from the ranger and escort them to the parking lot. They were a little uneasy so we talked loudly, sang  "Whenever I Feel Afraid" and "Lions, and Tigers, and Bears: Oh My," and we laughed a whole lot.

I noticed that they all had Spanish accents, so I asked if they were family. It turns out they are from four different Latin countries and met in an ESL class at a community college TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS AGO. They have been friends ever since, and this wasn't their first vacation together.

The energy and love in that group was unforgettable. They told me how pivotal that ESL class had been in their lives, that with their families so far away, they had become family to one another.  Twenty-eight years ago!

What good work we do!

Keep up the good work.  Let me know when we can help.
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